
For further information and to keep updated 
on the District-wide Facilities Renovation 
Program Referendum, please scan the QR 
Code to the left or visit the district website:
www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us

Find out more... visit www.hawthorne.k12.nj.us Architectural Services provided by www.solutions-arch.com

PRESIDENT
Mr. Michael Doyle
VICE PRESIDENT
Mr. Alex Clavijo
TRUSTEES
Mrs. Abigail Goff

TRUSTEES
Mr. Anthony Puluse
Mr. Bruce Reicher
Mrs. Tania Sanford
Mr. Michael Sciarra
Mr. Marco Totaro

TRUSTEES
Mr. Lou Turco
SUPERINTENDENT
Mr. Richard A. Spirito
BUSINESS ADMIN.
Mrs. Trude Engle

HAWTHORNE BOARD OF ED.

REFERENDUM WOULD ALLOW US TO SUPPORT DISTRICT GOALS:
» 21st Century Life Skills - To academically, socially and emotionally

prepare students for a successful future as active contributing 
members of their community.

» Teaching & Learning - To provide comprehensive and rigorous
learning experiences to best prepare students for future success 
as lifelong learners.

» Student Health and Wellness - To cultivate a positive and 
supportive culture so the students can continue to learn & grow.

The Hawthorne School District would request funding 
for a District-wide facilities renovation program to include 
FUNCTIONAL, SUSTAINABLE, INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
CLASSROOM RENOVATION PROJECTS via a Referendum 
Vote on September 24th, 2019.

AVERAGE AGE OF OUR SCHOOLS: 85.6 YEARS OLD
HAWTHORNE HIGH SCHOOL:
Originally Constructed in 1932 with additions in 1960 and 1969 
(oldest is 88 years old)

LINCOLN MIDDLE SCHOOL:
Originally Constructed in 1926 with additions in 1972 and 2002 
(oldest is 94 years old)

JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Originally Constructed in 1959 with additions in 1972
(oldest is 61 years old)

ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Originally Constructed in 1926 with additions in 1951 and 2000 
(oldest is 94 years old)

WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Originally Constructed in 1929 with additions in 1994
(oldest is 91 years old)

WHAT WE ARE PROPOSING

OUR FACILITIES IN NEED...

“BRINGING OUR SCHOOLS AND OUR 
CHILDREN INTO THE 21ST CENTURY” 

• • • • • • • • • •
FACILITIES SUPPORT PROGRAMS

REFERENDUM PRIORITIES
ENHANCED LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS
Educational Programs drive the need to update facilities.

The School Community believes that the students deserve 
facilities that support the academic, social, emotional, 
wellness and creative opportunities available to them.

STUDENT & STAFF SAFETY
The safety of the students and staff has always been 
a priority. However, now more than ever, it is crucial to 
ensure that our schools have all the physical systems and 
technologies available to protect our students & staff.

KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH OPERATIONS
So much of what keeps school/facilities running smoothly 
is the condition of the systems and infrastructure “behind 
the scenes.” The roofing, windows, heating systems, tech 
network, and much more are at the core of keeping a 
building running. Although they go unnoticed in day to day 
use, it is crucial to keep these systems in good condition.
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FACILITIES ENHANCE LEARNING

» Financial assistance from the state
» 40% SAVINGS on eligible projects

(Could mean millions in aid
for Hawthorne)
• Must be funded through a

REFERENDUM
• Must be tied to EDUCATION OR

MAINTENANCE
» The state helps to pay down the bond

which helps taxpayers
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» The Board of Education and Administration have successfully 
addressed many facility needs within our operating budget.
WE NEED TO DO MORE...

» We are dealing with aging schools, (AVG. AGE = 85.6 YEARS OLD) 
some with original windows, doors, and other infrastructure 
items that have reached the end of their life expectancy.  

» Current INTEREST RATES are still very reasonable but won’t 
stay there forever.

» In spite of the 2% tax levy cap, The Hawthorne School District  
HAS CONTINUED TO IMPROVE OUR SCHOOLS and keep 
pace with the ONGOING MAINTENANCE of our buildings.

» UP TO 40% DEBT SERVICE AID is available.

» At this time, CURRENT DEBT SERVICE AID PAYMENTS WILL 
BE ENDING and thus offset some of the new debt being assumed 
under the September Referendum.

WHY NOW?
The proposed Referendum would provide much needed 
facilities upgrades and classroom renovations that would bring 
our facilities and children into the 21st Century. Projects include: 

SECURITY MEASURES
» Upgrade and expand camera systems at all elementary schools
» Provide secure lockdown capabilities (doors & hardware) and

install safety glazing on lower level windows being replaced at 
all district schools.

RENOVATIONS TO MEDIA CENTERS, SCIENCE/STEM LABS, 
CULINARY ARTS, MUSIC AND ART ROOMS
» Classroom upgrades at all District Schools to support a growing 

and challenging 21st century curriculum and provide an exciting, 
efficient classroom environment for students and staff alike.

» All district schools.

REPLACEMENT OF WINDOWS
» Replace operationally failing/unrepairable windows.

» All district schools.

ROOFING REPLACEMENT/REPAIRS
» Provide much needed replacement of leaking and deteriorated 

roofing systems and flashings.

» All district schools.

FIRE ALARM UPGRADES
» Replace older and non-addressable fire alarm systems with 

new, state-of-the-art addressable systems.

» All district schools.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ABATEMENT 
» Remove asbestos piping insulation.

» Hawthorne High School (crawl space), Lincoln Middle
School and Roosevelt Elementary School (boiler rooms).

LOW-COST HIGH-IMPACT BRANDING
» Enhance the school community through school spirit  and

branding by installing graphics at core spaces such as 
cafeterias, multipurpose rooms, gymnasiums and corridors.

» All district schools.

What is the estimated tax impact of the $24.4 Million District-
wide Facilities Renovation Program to the average homeowner?

The average home value in Hawthorne = $182,222

Average tax impact = $6.91 per month / $82.91 per year

STATE FUNDING/DEBT SERVICE AID
Approx. $9.5 Million or up to 40% of eligible costs will be offset 
by State share funding if the Referendum passes, whereas 
this debt service funding from the State is not available to the 
Hawthorne taxpayers without passage of the Referendum.

WHAT COULD BE DONE PROJECTED COST
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IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES

M
ILLIONS

IN SAVINGS FOR
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QUESTION IF YOU VOTE YOU GET

BOND
PROPOSAL
( $24,388,000 =

$6.91/MONTH
OR $82.91/YEAR )

YES

Capital and Classroom Renovations at ALL
of the Districts Schools as explained herein.

NO Existing facilities remain as they are.
No upgrades will be made.
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